
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Policy

Coding Encounters Related to COVID-19
Effective February 20, 2020

This document summarizes the official ICD-10-CM diagnosis coding guidelines for health care encounters and deaths related 
to COVID-19.  For a copy of the full guidelines (including information not summarized herein, such as how to report pneumonia, 
acute bronchitis, lower respiratory infection, or acute respiratory distress syndrome due to COVID-19), please visit https://www.
cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/interim-coding-advice-coronavirus-March-2020-final.pdf.

Clinicians should use their judgment to determine if a patient has signs and symptoms compatible with COV-19. The ICD-10-
CM codes provided in this document are intended to provide information on the coding of encounters related to COVID-19.  
Other codes for conditions unrelated to COVID-19 may be required to fully code these scenarios in accordance with official 
ICD-10-CM guidelines. 

The coding information contained herein is subject to change. This document is intended for reference only.  Nothing in this document is intended 
to serve as reimbursement advice, a guarantee of coverage, or a guarantee of payment for any item or service (e.g., COVID-19 testing). Third-
party payment for medical products and services is affected by numerous factors. The decision about which code to report must be made by the 
provider/physician considering the clinical facts, circumstances, and applicable coding rules, including the requirement to code to the highest 
level of specificity. Please refer to payer policies for specific guidance.

For more inforation, please visit the CDC website, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/interim-coding-advice-coronavirus-March-2020-final.pdf.

For cases where there is a concern about possible exposure to COVID-19, but this is ruled out after evaluation:

ICD-10 Code Description

Z03.818 Encounter for observation for suspected exposure to other biological agents ruled out

For cases where there is an actual exposure to someone who is confirmed to have COVID-19:

ICD-10 Code Description

Z20.828 Contact with and (suspected) exposure to other viral communicable diseases

For patients presenting with any signs/symptoms (such as fever, etc.) and where a definitive diagnosis has not been established, 
assign the appropriate code(s) for each of the presenting signs and symptoms such as:   

ICD-10 Code Description

R05 Cough

R06.02 Shortness of breath

R50.9 Fever, unspecified

Diagnosis code B34.2, Coronavirus infection, unspecified, would not generally be appropriate for the COVID-19 because the 
cases have universally been respiratory in nature, so the site would not be “unspecified.”

If the provider documents “suspected”, “possible”, or “probable” COVID-19, do not assign code B97.29, Other coronavirus as 
the cause of diseases classified elsewhere.  Assign a code(s) explaining the reason for the encounter (e.g., fever).
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